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hilly and wooded terrain, included an open~mine site, three undérgreun? mines, a
manganese-washing plant, a laboratory, and a technical bureau. An administratién
building, garages, a fire stationyand repair shops were also available, The
installation had railroad connectionss Two of the mines were connected by a oable
railway about 200 meters long,

The mine was subordinate to the Ore Mines Department of the Ministry of Heavy Industry.
It was founded in the 1920's; during WW II it was exploited by a company which was
partly controlled by German interestso In 1952, the installation was returned te
Hungarian property by the Sovietse A roasting plant was under constructien in May 1954.
The construction of an aerial cableway to the manganese mine at Ajka was planned,

The 1954 production target was fixed at 250,000 tons of manganese oree By 7 June

1954, the monthly production target was fulfilled only 70 percente. The ore mined

was shipped by rail to 0zd or to Czechoslovakia, In March 1954, preduction at one

mine was interrupted for more than three months because the mine was flooded by

water from rapidly thawing snow,

The manganese mine was managed by mine superintendent Martin Rieger, abeut 35 years
old, an efficient expert, and a Bulgarian with the name of B, Trajan Gogriff. The
latter was about 45 years old and a graduate from Szeged University, In Juns 1954,
the mine employed about 100 persons who worked in three shifts, Mining setivitles
were mostly mechanized,
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